Introduced by Council Member Holt & Co-sponsored by Council Member
Carter:
RESOLUTION 2013-23
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES AND FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICES OF NORTH FLORIDA FOR THEIR “FOSTERING FLORIDA’S FUTURE” INITIATIVE AND ENCOURAGING FAMILIES AND BUSINESSES IN JACKSONVILLE TO BECOME A PART OF THE FOSTER-FRIENDLY EFFORT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, more than 450 children in the City of Jacksonville are living in foster care, ranging in age from newborn to teens, some having siblings, some speaking different languages, some having special needs, but all needing love; and


WHEREAS, there is a great need for loving foster parents in all Jacksonville neighborhoods and from diverse backgrounds, with a common desire to rescue the life of a child and make Jacksonville a stronger community; and


WHEREAS, Family Support Services of North Florida and the Florida Department of Children and Families are looking to respected leaders in the business, faith, education, government and health care communities to recruit an “All Pro Team” of foster parents from their respective circles of influence to join with current exceptional foster parents in making Jacksonville a better community, one life at a time; and 


WHEREAS, Family Support Services of North Florida and the Florida Department of Children and Families are seeking business leaders who will provide sponsorships to meet specific needs of foster children, or who will themselves become mentors in order to help foster children find a career path, or become foster parents who will provide a safe, nurturing and supportive home for our community’s children; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends Family Support Services of North Florida and the Florida Department of Children and Families for their Fostering Florida’s Future initiative and encourages Jacksonville’s businesses, families and faith-based organizations to become partners in the efforts to develop a foster-friendly community.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

    /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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